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The proposed legislation provides that the distribution or dispensing of all controlled substances and combinations of those 
substances are included in the definition of second degree murder.

Present law provides that second degree murder is the killing of a human being when the offender unlawfully distributes or 
dispenses a controlled dangerous substance listed in Schedules I or II of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law,
or to another person who distributes or dispenses the controlled dangerous substance which is the direct cause of the death
of the recipient or the person who ingested or consumed the controlled dangerous substance.

Proposed law changes present law to include Controlled Dangerous Substances in Schedules I through V or any combination
of those substances.

Proposed legislation could result in an increase in state general fund expenditures. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of 
this legislation is indeterminable, as it is not possible to know how many people will be convicted of this crime by amending 
the elements to the crime. However, expenditures could increase by $54.53 per day per offender sentenced to the custody of
the Department of Public Safety and Corrections (assuming state inmates are housed in a state institution).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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